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JCMS/JCMSA Holiday 
Party Join us on Wednesday, 
December 6 at the University 
Athletic Club. Cash bar 
begins at 5:45, with a buffet 
dinner to follow at 6:30 p.m. 
This year’s entertainment 
will be provided by the City 
High Chamber Choir.  
 
A donation box will be 
provided for the convenience 
of members who want to 
contribute to the international 
medicine efforts of Drs. 
Drew and Judith 
Dillman/Iowa M.O.S.T. in 
Guatemala and Dr. Cheryl 
Johnson in Haiti. 
 
Please RSVP to Mona 
Peterschmidt by Friday, 
December 1(see Page 4). 

What to Do About 
Underage Drinking: 
Stop Winking 
    Binge drinking among teens and young 
adults in Iowa City occurs at what may be 
the highest rate in the country, according to 
a 2006 study conducted at 140 universities 
nationwide. With more than thirty bars 

located within three blocks of campus, it can’t get much easier. 
 
   Rick Dobyns, M.D. shared his views on problems and solutions at 
the November meeting. Dobyns and Ralph Wilmoth, Johnson 
County’s Public Health director, co-chaired the ad hoc task force 
whose recently released report has refocused local attention. The 
group is now evaluating the viability of a 21-only ordinance 
referendum. Some of their ideas include: 
 
·  Restore the 21-only bar ordinance to limit access. 

 
·  Develop non-alcoholic downtown venues for young people. 

 
·  Enforce existing laws and fire codes that set occupancy limits and 

prohibit use of private residences as unlicensed bars 
 
·  Intensify education for students and their parents.  

 
·  Enact regulations to require better training for servers and make it 

harder for servers who break the law to be rehired. 
 
·  Tax alcohol by sales volume, not revenue, to discourage low 

pricing by bar owners. 
 
The JCMS has previously voted to support changes curbing underage 
drinking in Iowa City. The American Medical Association Alliance 
makes grant funds available to help local Alliances address the issue. 
Watch for more information on how you can get involved! 

Rick Dobyns, M.D. 

Johnson County Medical Society  Alliance �� � �
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Two JCMS 
Years: A 
Review  
 
   The days are shorter 
and the weather is 
crisper. The election 
cycle has come and gone 
again. The football 
season is almost over. In short, we’re heading for 
the end of the year. The New Year will bring a 
new roster of officers for the Johnson County 
Medical Society (JCMS), which prompts me to 
look back. 
    
   A few things have changed and many have 
remained the same. My kids are two years older 
than when my term started and that has brought 
much change. On the other hand, one of the most 
constant elements has been that our pet, Lucky 
Dog, has been in heart failure for my entire term. 
Lucky Dog trudges on, a testimonial to my wife’s 
artful titration of cardiac medications. 
    
   Many facets of the JCMS have also remained 
the same.  JCMS programs have offered many 
expert updates and insights. Tim Gibbons, an 
orthopedic surgeon from Mason City, gave us a 
dramatic review of the healthcare situation in 
Iraq. Pat Winokur helped us understand the flu 
pandemic. Tom Evans updated us on the Iowa 
Healthcare Collaborative. A panel of attorneys 
Dick Tucker and Jim Hayes and Mike Abrams of 
the Iowa Medical Society explored medical 
malpractice litigation. John Carter of the Iowa 
Department of Public Health described the 
importance of the medical staff in disaster 
planning in the face of potential bioterrorism 
scenarios.  Ralph Wilmoth from our Johnson 
County Department of Public Health assessed the 
status of healthcare for local children. 

    Our philanthropy continues. We’ve continued 
to support the Free Medical Clinic. Maureen 
Connelly gave an informative presentation on its 
history and the new Towncrest site. We have 
helped the Hope Lodge, which provides free 
temporary housing and resources for cancer 
patients.  Shelter House and Kidneeds have also 
benefited from Alliance fundraising.  The 
creativity, organization and work that the 
Alliance members put into these projects have 
been phenomenal.  I thank you again for all of 
your incredible efforts.   
 
   We’ve heard from several local physicians 
whose substantial individual efforts have helped 
those in need. Drew and Judy Dillman reviewed 
their trip to Huehuetenango where cleft lip 
surgery was provided by the IA MOST group.  
Cheryl Johnson reported on her trips to Haiti over 
the last ten years to provide medical services to 
people in dire need. Watch for e-mails explaining 
how you can help support these efforts.  
 
   There are many people to thank for their 
dedication to this organization. Lisa Hunter, Patti 
Walden, Kathy Lariviere and the other JCMSA 
members are fervent organizers and doers.  We 
also appreciate the donations from local 
businesses to their efforts. Fritz Viner and Siroos 
Shirazi and Patti Walden have generously given 
of their homes to host events.  Chuck Helms has 
been a wonderful resource and his continued 
presence has been very much appreciated.  JCMS 
Executive Secretary Mona Peterschmidt has made 
immeasurable contributions and has been 
indispensable.  
 
 Thank you to all of you who have continued to 
support the Johnson County Medical Society.  I 
have enjoyed my tenure and have gained a greater 
measure of understanding of the value of 
organized medicine.  Please continue to aid the 
organization and new officers in the future.  

 
--Kevin Watkins, M.D. 

Kevin Watkins, M.D. 
JCMS President  



The Bridge December 2006 – January 2007      
 

 

Updating 
Traditions 
 
   The holidays are upon 
us, so it comes as no 
surprise that I have news 
on some longtime JCMSA 
traditions. But first, it’s my 

pleasure to welcome four new medical student 
spouses as JCMS members following our meet-
and-greet October evening at Mondos. We had an 
enjoyable visit with Erin Pietras, Amy Ostendorf, 
Amy Hogrefe and Lindsay Knudson. Welcome! 
 
  Kathy Lariviere and I represented the JCMSA at 
the national AMA Alliance leadership meeting in 
Chicago on October 14-16. The big news is a new 
program called Screen Out!, through which 
Alliance members will work with national 
partners to reduce smoking in movies.   
 
   Kathy and Gene Lariviere are hosting a social 
event at their home on Thursday, December 14. 
Join us for a chance to visit with good friends, 
enjoy some good wine, and drool a bit over 
jewelry treats from Hands as presented by Bill 
Nusser. It’s going to be fun! 
 
   Speaking of traditions, plans for the 2007 
Basket Auction will be coming together quickly 
once we’re all through the holidays. I’m very 
excited that longtime Alliance member and 
extraordinary event planner Doris Abboud has 
agreed to head up the event. Be thinking about 
how you’d like to help. 
 
   Finally, if you haven’t already renewed your 
JCMSA membership, please take a moment to 
complete the coupon at right and send it in. We 
need you. Good things are coming!  Happy 
Holidays and safe travel to us all! 
 
                                             --Patti Walden 

2006-07 JCMSA 
MEMBERSHIP FORM 

�

I am a:  ��� �  Physician Spouse 
��� �  Resident Spouse 

 ��� �  Medical Student Spouse 
 
My spouse practices at 

��� �  UIHC 
 ��� �  Mercy Hospital, Iowa City 
 ��� �  Other 
 
Annual Dues (includes local, state and national) 

��� �  Physician Spouse:   $85 
��� �  Resident/Medical Student 

 Spouse    $17 
 
��� �  I have also enclosed an additional $17 to sponsor a 
resident or medical student spouse. 

 
��� �  I have also enclosed an additional (fully deductible) 
amount for the AMA Foundation, in support of 
medical student education. 

 
______Total Enclosed 

�
�

�������������������������������������������
Name 
 
__________________________________________ 
Address 
 
__________________________________________ 
City, State ZIP 
 
_____________________________ 
Phone   E-Mail 
 
________________________________________ 
Spouse Name/ Specialty 
 
 
Mail to: 

JCMSA 
P.O. Box 5452 

Coralville, IA  52242 
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CALENDAR 
 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 
For JCMS and Alliance Members 

Annual Holiday  Party 
At the University Athletic Club 

RSVP to Mona at 545-8168 or via e-mail to 
mpetersc@southslope.com  (new address!) 

 
 

Thursday, December 14, 2006 
JCMSA Stocking Stuffer Social Event  

For JCMS and Alliance Members  
Wine, Cheese and Jewelry from Hands 

Join us at Kathy and Gene Lariviere’s home 
2001 Forest Hills Circle, Coralville 52241 

RSVP to Kathy Lariviere at glariviere@mchsi.com  
by December 10, 2006  

 
Watch for the 2007 JCMS/ JCMSA Schedule in 

the next Bridge. 
 

 
 
Johnson County Medical Society Alliance 
P.O. Box 5452 
Coralville, IA 52241 

JCMS Officers 
Kevin Watkins, President   

Lee Bennett, President Elect 2007 
Gene Lariviere, Nominated President Elect   

Minyon Rittgers-Easton, Secretary/Treasurer 
 

Mona Peterschmidt, Exec. Secretary 
 

 

JCMSA Officers 
Patti Walden-Shirazi, President  

Kathy Lariviere, Treasurer  
Jaime Dinn, Secretary  

Lisa Hunter, Membership Chair  
Jane John, Legislative Chair  

Amy Ostendorf, Resident/Medical Student Spouse 
Liaison 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


